
How to make a glider canopy cover 
 
Materials: 
1. Sewing machine 
2. “Blunt” or “stretch” fabric needles 
3. Thread 
4. Silver 4-way stretch spandex 

 
5. Dacron cord or paracord; or whatever will slide easily inside the spandex as a drawstring

 



6. Pen (regular pen works fine) 
7. Measuring tape and yardstick 

 
8. Scissors 
9. Sailcloth/old shirt cloth, denim (something to provide a non-stretchy patch for the exit point of 
the drawstring 
10.Straight pins for pinning the cloth before sewing 
11. Springloaded toggles (optional) 
 
 
Directions: 
1. Mark the center of lengthwise dimension of cloth (with a 60” wide cloth, it’s at 30”) 
2. Measure the OUTER edge of the canopy (where the frame meets the fuselage). 

You can make estimates with a measuring tape and measure every 1/5 of the distance  
from front to back 
OR you can lay the spandex over the canopy (silver side down) and trace the edge all  
the way around.  
Have someone hold the center of the cloth (which you marked) by the rear of the canopy 
You can also tape the cloth down front and rear.  

3. Use your pen to make a trace all around the seam of the canopy/fuselage 
4. Remove cloth from glider 
5. Use a 2” wide yardstick to make an identical trace outside & around the first trace 
 
 



 
6. Cut out your cover around the OUTER trace.  

 
 




